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Write an answer to the following question.  Your essay should be no more than one page in length, single-spaced.

Discussion:  The Luddites and Luddism (Essay Three)
Look at the history of the Luddites on the following web site: 

http://www.gober.net/victorian/reports/luddites.html.   As you can see, and as we discussed in class, the Luddite movement can be seen as a reaction to the onset of industrial society.  Traditional views held that it was simply a reaction against technology, but this perspective was challenged by E.P. Thompson’s views of Luddism (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Luddite).  You can (and should) get a flavor of the tenor of the movement from the songs of the time: see, for example, General Ludd’s Song (http://orion.it.luc.edu/~sjones1/triumph.htm), and the “Song for the Luddites” by Lord Byron (http://orion.it.luc.edu/~sjones1/byr1.htm).  
In the 1980’s and 1990’s, people began to talk about “neo-luddites” or new luddites.  For many, this was a derogatory term; however, in 1995, Kirkpatrick Sale wrote a book, and the condensed version of it in The Nation which you should have read, in which he argued that there are indeed important parallels from the past for the present.  Read also the interview with Kirkpatrick Sale at (http://www.culturechange.org/issue9/kirkpatricksale.html).

In your essay, address the following TWO questions:

(1) Do you think the Luddites were simply a reactionary movement, i.e. one that was opposed to progress?

(2) Do you think that Kirkpatrick Sale is right, and that there are important lessons for the present?
