English 451 Portfolio Assessment

Instructor Bryan Fry

Portfolio Requirements

The portfolio must include one revised story (10-15 pages in length) as well as a 3-5 page cover letter that reflects on your writing and development as a whole (see the requirements for the cover letter below). 

Place portfolio materials in a folder with your name, section, and term on the front and hand it into Avery 451 on Friday, May 9th by 5:00.
Cover Letter 
There is no standard format for a portfolio cover letter, but you should include your name, class, and the date in the upper left-hand corner. You will be expected to discuss the following in 3-5 pages.

· A description of yourself as a writer of craft and your development over the semester—what did you learn about yourself? What are your strong areas? What are your weak areas?

· Address your improvement as a fiction writer based on what you have read this semester. You should incorporate passages from your reading assignments.
· Address your comprehension of craft in at least two of the following areas: atmosphere, scene, style, description, tension, dialogue, character. Incorporate passages from your story for support.
· Address what you will continue to work on as a fiction writer in the future.

Be sure to incorporate passages from your readings and/or your own writing in every paragraph following the introduction of your letter. You should also make sure to write using academic conventions. Though the letter is more informal, you are still expected to use complete sentences and follow basic academic conventions. Telling me that you learned the value of craft when you are misspelling words and writing in non-rhetorical fragments is not necessarily going to impress me!
Grade

The Portfolio is worth 20% of your entire grade.

