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The William Dean Howells Society Prize Essay

The William Dean Howells Society Essay Prize was awarded at the 2009 ALA conference to
Dr . Lance Rubin for his paper, AConsumpti on
|l iam Dean Howell s, 0 which he presented at the
ety thanks Dr. Rubin for his permission to reprint the following version of the prize-winning essay.

and Ca
2008

The Howells Essay Prize is awarded annually for the best paper on Howells presented at the
annual ALA conference. The winning paper may have been presented in any session on the pro-
gram of the conference, including but not limited to panels sponsored by the Howells Society.

Consumption and Cannibalism in the Altrurian Romances of William Dean Howells

Lance Rubin
Arapahoe Community College

Throughout Wil liam De an |tibhdanvtad ineguibies of e Gilded Adge.&d WhaRhas been

mances i the novels A Traveler From Altruria (1893) and
Through the Eye of the Needle (1907), as well as a series
of Letters of an Altrurian Traveler that appeared in Cosmo-
politan between 1893-94 i Aristedes Homos, the traveler
from the mythical Altruria, expresses shock and sadness at
what he sees as the barbaric state of American culture at
the turn of the 20" century. Noting consistently the incon-
gruity of its fAdevotion to
practices which seem to den
he explains to the Americans who are hosting his research
visit to the United States, evolved beyond competitive capi-
talism to a perfectly functioning, Biblically-inspired socialist
utopia where poverty, crime and want have become cultural
memories (Through 268). Coming from a land that models
itself as fia country where
first Chr Theotugh 348)s ong marked by com-
plete equality and a shared sense of duty to all i Homos is
dismayed at the predatory ethos that dominates American
life. Seeing the indentured status of farmers, the rapacity
of the banks and financial machinations, the fanatical ad-
herence to principles of individuality, the self-serving no-
tions of patriotism, the attitude with which physical labor is
frowned upon, the education of women, and the caste-like
approach to class distinctions, Homos attempts to make
Americans recognize the grotesque gap between their de-
mocratic and religious ideals and the manner in which both
are manipulated for the enrichment of an exclusive cultural
elite.

To be sure, | am not breaking new ground in re-

hearsing the politics of Al

neglected in the critical discussions of the Altrurian texts,
however, is how he positions the role of food and eating
practices as sites of political, economic and class struggle.?
As Homos tells his Altrurian correspondent Cyril in the
opening of Through the Eye of the Needle, he is stunned
not only Ahow the Americans | i\
blindly, and blunderingly, but how they live in the
bobdyspi(2ir7)of Chdiesediaeriat y ngmicd
vyointfofdomelsmoAlBt quesai bas, adoL
checked capitalism in which the poor are, in a sense, de-
voured by the rich.

Astonished by the gluttony and waste associated
with the spectacle of the dinner tables and restaurants i
coupled with a dismissive ignorance of how food gets to the
mablas p IHemos$ registers thercallouaness with wtrich thes  t
upper class rationalizes a dog-eat-dog ethos that forces
people to prey upon each other to survive. Rather than
imagining themselves as part of a collective body through
which food and goods circulate to the benefit of all its mem-
bers, as in Altruria, American capitalists support a model
that sets the various parts of that body politic against one
another, wundercutting the
ises. Noting consistently the striking difference between
countri es A whuwoneaclp ahermsd tke Amériv e
cans do, instead of for each other as the Altrurians
doo (267, Howellsds italics),
ous consumption of the upper classes as inseparable from
their cannibalistic social, cultural and political policies.

In suggesting that Homos sees American econom-
ics aunrodemn foemsof chhmilabsim | asndwerkingfmmg i ned s o

he

nati c

Page 2



Volume 12, Number 1 (Spring 2009)

Priscilla Waltonés insightf
devourer of human beingso i
discourses, be it a discourse of disease, eating habits, con-
sumer practices, or everyday activities (such as shop-

pi ng) Howéllgipmplies that the upper classes practice
a metaphorical system of inequitable cultural appropriation
and consumption, but the fact that we are only talking about
Aimetaphoric cannibalism sho
tive development [because] it is precisely its metaphoric
character that protects it from having to admit its gruesome
excesses, empowering it in ways that the original form of
canni balism coul dThesudgesiiomtha i
modern practices of consumption detach cannibalism from
the body while retaining the craving for absolute power and
hegemony by devouring Otherness is helpful for under-
standing Homosd belief that
America |l egitimate in its ¢
r a p a clLetterg 194, (86). The mode of consumption and
desire to dominate and incorporate others, while allegorical,
is still savage and, even worse, encouraged as the national
ideal.

Howells establishes the connection between eating
practices and Gilded Age capitalism in the first paragraphs
of A Traveler From Altruriaas Homosd® host
novelist Mr. Twelvemough, attempts to hurry the two from
the train station to their
shall not stand so good a chance for supper if we are not
there pretty prompto (9).
fed because the train was late (and because Homos, in a
move that bewilders his host, helps the porter load all of the
suitcases), Twelvemough exp
served, you know. Thatds hu
first of several times that
come, first servedo is posi
to Homosb6s questions about
dictory to the traveleros

Later in the novel, for instance, asking about the
high interest rates that keep farmers enslaved to the banks
who own their |l and, Twel vem
suppose that man likes to squeeze his brother man when

he gets him in his grip. Th
knowo (83). Li kewise, Mrs.
that his account of a cooperative, socialist Altrurian society
fiis opposed to human nature
Aiincentive, and all the mot
priseodo (92). When he tells

among all citizens of Altruria, she refuses to believe him,
insisting on its Anadlnewhansae O

nature! 6 (70, Howel | sds italic

The Howellsia

exposes tha plutocratidided thaf dompetitian and divisoa |
are es$ential biola@ipal oo gsyehological characteristice, hoh e r
ideological constructions of those accustomed to see ag-
gressive consumption as the proper functioning of the body
politic. As Homos quickly learns, the American acceptance

of competition in which some will not be served applies not

only to the biological body, but the social body.

ul d Arorti \bien g raete ttelde arse sao rptodsg -d i
his actions at the train station by helping a waitress strug-

gling with an overloaded tray of food meant for him and
Twel vemough, much to his
sewé(20k. Altrurian enter
before carrying the tray to his own table, while the other

as

host 6
into

S

F

diners fAwere simply aghast at t
as to why these events are considered unacceptable, he is
told that, déspite thesAmerioan kelietimtmechonoriofavarls, 6 o f

Nbi zens abar Bacialishdgbémedones
[ S]] ome occupations are more de
Asked why any would choose to be waiters or servants,
Twel vemough admits, #Alt i a
tero (38). I ndeed, it is the
tates most of the political and economic subsumation of the
poor by the rich. As the plutocrats admit, the basic need to
kebp oomaatfcand onebs f ami
which those at the bottom of the food chain sustain the con-
NuenptionEohtigoseaomtdp. r esort because
The Doctor?, for example, notes the way the term
Gobafdsefilfatrehifsesdeéaeofrenadbi th
knowing how to procure their next meal; the euphemism is
Aso different froméhaving to feé
taons (63himThief Baskecoméeryf ngs
mawerenatheerochThing tseopbprthel
carelmeich to gahipte dogdiety iuntildhe Hasosgmethingotd eatfi f | r s
fand bowéodyet that is Alwapsdhe first guéestion withthen a n s we
wWmekiogmaonos{6®m, soloconfriaed at
teasrabasttdemabiracyy to arbitr
Homos tries to comprehend the idea of willingly (almost
happily, if they were unionizing) causing a worker and his
tamily to gacchangry:a |l |y tell s Homos,
Alf you shot your f
at 0 sthelawnmvauld pumishtyaur bat, if foy sorne reason
D o r that yoedacidétlackbe gogd, yowetdok asvayHiis mo s
means of living, and he actually starved to deathd fi
0 becaudie hietn dathel il alwe svoul d hav «
i ve Wiotrhk aidtv,ain ctehme ngr afnas ot emrep
h e r who did nbt seem feadyrtd dnswerl (68f el at i onsh
That the first chapter makes the consumption, serving and
negepsotlaomi hgpdiAthe focus of
of)class, pditics, and ecenpnaca teisfarcesthe irst@oma-t i o n
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first served mentality that Americans have taken as
Aindestructibly based in
of consuming food, that is, is registered as metonymous
with the underlying assumption of American life as a whole.
The eat-or-be-eaten ethos of citizens preying upon one
another in a system that turns people (waiters, servant,
cooks, and farmers) into objects that help to nourish the
well-fed bodies of the upper class can be seen as a mod-
ern but no less dehumanizing form of cannibalism.

Space prevents me from fully developing the more
suggestive and metaphorical cannibalism that character-
izes the first novel, but in the sequels Howells makes a
more direct connection between predatory socio-economic

hu

practices and eating. The
Giving of Dinnerso (July 18
this. Homos writes, ANot hin
[ New York] éas the eating an
in ito (447). He focuses o
curious spectacle it affords, and for the philosophy it in-

volveso (448). He sees the

stant performances of disparity between the rich and poor,
the fed and the hungry; so much so that Homos sees how
fa fami shing man must suf fe
tacle of people everywhere visible at sumptuous ta-
bleso (447). Aside from th
drinking, what shocks him is the way all classes accept the
division of wealth and nourishment as natural. Rather than
being troubled or made guilty by the sight of the hungry
gazing into the windows of
so used to their perpetual encounter of famine and of sur-
feit in their civilization, that they do not seem to mind

ito (447). Even those who
with healthy foods. The butchers and grocers in the immi-
grant neighborhoods are sto

whol eshomed goods, fipi eces

bits of decaying vegetation
Homos is the staggering waste of food as he sees hotels

and restaurants dump their unused and half-eaten food into
boats fiso that even the swi
the thousands of hungering men and women and children,
who never know what it is

comfortable family in this city throws away at every meal

the sustenance of some ot he
this display of waste and w
instinct is very subtled am
ot her, instead of for each
their contradicti ons 0-cancsemgienr
for Homos realizes that the visible show of surfeit and star-

t

vation reveals the holl owne

als: fAithey have no such thi
m aomditiona where ene man slepéndsaipof Sh@&Her.man T
for the chance of earning his bread, there can be no more
|l iberty than there is equal
Needlec ent er s o0 n-entiyamodhe $ocial e
circle of Mrs. Makely. In the first half of the novel, Howells
goes into great detail about the lavish tables and gluttonous
behavior of the upper class who feed to excess while
Awithin five minutesd wal
actual presence of hunger a
fhousel essnesso (332). Seei
came to such things, 0 Homos
to fia savage who has killed
Btanéng tribtmsmarg forgetful af thd handyeriifig Titheeones e |
vhp, warovhdesratoakrear (88amp
the atyeaadmatching New Maekera shdp eHomos geisa o
dlimpse of hol easily one cam kedomeanfordetyjul ofjtloei n g
pressiny iscxial mdomsisténcids that markhegerydag IKeeas o
he is nearly hypnotized by the spectacular displays of food
atoghe wmhrékapst alAnsmci pat hae
spectacle, Howells reveals an understanding of how the
omnipresence of commodities distracts and depoliticizes by
turnipgeindividualsantolpassivie eonsemefsr Homostst e
very critical of the monstrous gap between ideals and real-
@y insAmeriban lifep becomas @ maneritaryrcasually indvhao
Debord calls fAa permanent o
hard to resist surrendering to the aesthetic display of the
very food that is out of reach for so many walking the
Bteedst aur ants, Athe Americans
The display was on eith
door and began on one hand with a line of pump-

k

c an lkiné web autdon theosidewalk. Thérnoit wasduilt ug o
with the soft white and cool green of cauliflowers,
¢ k e dandwdpen lhoxds ofeed anb whitenggapea, todhe u n

of
0

| varalawlthatdlonrshed ia thenbarkseof celaryamd
( 4rbsy apples.Manrthe otheositd, graygréen n g
squashes formed the foundation, and the wall
sloped upward with the delicious salads you can

t

n e nfad/hern, the dakk eetl of loeéts, the yellowrod cark
rots, and the blue of cabbages. The association of

0 h aoolers vepsivierly artiste andl avgrhtrée line & mettony
carcases [sic] overhead, with each a brace or

r f agroude,yna hdlf4dzéh)yuail in itd emmbiace, asde e

ant flekedpvithdood sidds bf ddef at the dour ferps of d

ong thAlpe olpil ree ,whwa 9 i priec tuproens

ddsthetically remfhaved @rgm its grolwvth and pradection layc |
thé hards of |Aboreng farmeasthsough &ayefs of colors and
texture, the display of foodstuffs as commodities temporar-
fdyshypoofizestHoneos, whzo tawakensifrom tbehspectacslan e

ng
he i

o) bulhn o] ~

gc &G

spec

ver -
piur

| es s

ator
e ec éh
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di spl ay with effort, adm
this great, weary, heedl ess
The display momentarily lulls Homos, the most adamantly
attuned to social inequalities. The commodification of cul-
ture transforms a basic need for survival like food into an
aesthetic, pleasurable presentation to render consumers
passive to commercial manipulation and to obfuscate the
nature and effects of capitalism's power and deprivations.
Indeed, it is the system, more so than individuals
who come under Howell sf6s sc
their own way, of a system that makes barbarism attractive
and predatory ideology seem natural. The spectacle of the
meals Homos describes to Cyril reinforces the barbarism.
Particularly suggestive is the Thanksgiving dinner. Homos
relates how the holiday was established to express thanks
for Americads continued pro
congruous with the sight of
every occupation [who] are feeling the pinch of pov-
ertyo (307). Homos al so no
fdevoted to witnessing a ga
El evens of two great wuniver
ways a heavy dinner at home
Mrs. Makelybds Thanksgiwv
its extravagance, and r
Homos (315) . The fdAsi mpl
with AFrench wine, 0
cucumbers dressed wi
sweet breads with green peas
pagne, i mmedi ately foll owed
beef, with mushroomséstewed
accompanied by -dosbeseD (®a&5
tween all this and the main course is spent drinking several

an

for
t o
served
sliced

gl asses of wine and passing
celery, and roast ed -dehnsiogn d s
Awadi ee flavored with rum,?o
turkey the size of an ostri
duck, 0 accompanied by cranb

Knowing how this display of gorging must appear to his
correspondent, Homos noneth
salad with the duck, and after that there was an ice-cream,
with fruits and all manner of candied fruits, and candies,
different kinds of cheese, coffee, and liqueurs to drink after

the coffeeo (316). Noting t
one of the guests tells him
make that go in America, if
you know, means overeating,
wish to overeat, you must o
al so confesses to | ove dinn

complains of the late hour he was forced to eat the previ-

ous tveeln Ghe feaali & b ¢-poistoysters, consoramey  t

hin

The Howellsia

9

stewgdt bemakei odé ambr gbops( W0 97

celery mayonnaise, Nesselrode pudding, fruit, cheese, and
coffee, with sausages caviare, radishes, celery, and olives
interspersed wildly, and dr
causes him, tellingly, to miss church (324).

Homos, however, is not alone in his disgust with
the spectacle, as well as his own participation in it. At this
dinner he becomes further acquainted with Eveleth
Steahge, @ widow whose husbandtledt heaa fartune,ibut t i
who seems as uncomfortable as Homos at the excess and
gluttony of the plutocracy.
people we supposed there were in this city, within five min-
utesd walk of us,-dalo
recognizes her anguish over the contradictory system in
svimich she éxigts, and indedd, shehatec cnfessesaaisn of

K38@5ho

i nk

ms ,

Sh

d

n -

affdeegesdsi ssamensfantdi wamen Wbil e

body, 06 she reveals a
tyoal suffeln thevothdr, hecaukesf gou tavenagsoul, y®u must
mengf tbobeball
seiverail dissussions abfout the incongruity amd abdurd guif e
be(wveé&n. Americads national.
threig actoreé paialctices, Mrs fiSrange ragreestd rhaery Homos
and cetur with gim io Altrurit s appeal s to

e 0 mkhadecondrmalf lofuhd eosel iDajss vritten i epis-
tolarly form wettats frony EvalethuopDorotliea Elakely aswshe
ddscrilees Altruraam life. Gradualey,sleerallows herselEto u r
abaraddendher oigphabits aadlideddogiesdint & isnaround food
where shie haB the most difficulty letting gotofeher dl@ idel o
als. &Vvihile eegpécting the openriess dvithpvbigh pllecitizens
jraatcedch other, Hyvaleth cannot initially bring herself to eat
at the same table with those who cook and serve her food.
Afipiaséesnoti vatdysdesew ohieveée

woi ARser alpaNeweYork, you

Ahunger

(o]

nbét weenat he me,

i s
st

app

h
s e

in

$ ne
kno

mynservastg buvas fortlettingtoneiofrtigem sitrdowf iamy o0 a s t
prbséncea mutth less sfi dowrt at tabte withfme, fineveem v a s b a

dreamgd ofssach & tking i mg ma$tademocragionto- | e |
mentso (382). Upon | earni
eiess améds, uppophemerwasng at
and fiwere proud of having t
realized the preposterousness of adhering to predatory hi-
erarchies (382).

hat
fa€t thét Altrurialnseare ddgetarian® tAndtthbugmske id surc
primedntatt oheéi satmeéhctdbDhnn

dobesexwpiahnéedpkdéahe pfageu

ly.

ng
Al

he

Blbtme onere dhunting dbstacle forrfkeeketh isthe  wi n

oul
ohg
of

hWerdcrakodéag(824) medhergemai hemé

aungryafdr mdathi dor riveatkfar broiléd sfor friedhfar u g h
hashedo (383). Homo s
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how her old tastes would linger, but feels hopeless since
Afinobody since the old capit
thought of killing a sheep
desire to consume flesh is the hardest cultural trait to let go
of is telling, but logical if we understand meat-eating as
metonymous with the metaphorical cannibalism practiced in
America. The diet of the individual body in both cultures
corresponds to that of the body politic. Cooperation, equal-
ity and co-existence is dominated by a motivation to find
sustenance without relying on the aggressive devouring of
other living things. Evele
spite the vegetables and mushrooms abundant on Altruria,
registers the difficulty she has in completely re-imagining a
way of life where insatiable consumption and the devouring
of others is accepted and encouraged.

The amnesic spectacle of American markets, as

wel | as the connect i o+atingandw

Americads canni balism, is m
tells Dorothea, AYou are so
butcherdéds shop, ready for t
what they have to gothroughbef or e t hat o (

pleads with Homos to find her, at the very least, a chicken
to eat, and though he procures one, the two are forces to
kill and dress it themselves. Used to others laboring for her

meal s, Eveleth is horrified
ous deedo and after killing
consume it: ifWe buried the

the guest-house garden, and | went back to my mush-
roomso (384).

In imagining the diet of Altruria, Howells is almost
certainly working from Leo Tolstoy, whose influence on
Howel |l sés thinking at this
Tolstoybs beliefs was that

larger political and ethical reform. As Ronald LeBlanc docu-

ments, Tolstoy believed tha
ness, and epicurean indul ge
from the privileged cl asses

ing and behaving ethically, with a shared sense of duty and
obligation to each other (150). This is, of course, the orga-
nizing principle in Altruria, and the disappearance of Eve-

l ethés desire for flesh cor
social and political ethos so opposite from the capitalism
upon which she was nourished her whole life.

The grounding of an American yacht on the Altru-
rian shore allows Eveleth to truly understand the barbarity
of her former ways. Seeing
themselves from the ship, o
to serve the others, but these appeared to be used with a
very ungrateful indifference, as if they were of a different

raceo (408). The castaways
fainilies Eveldthi knoesssfrorh New Yok, therThrall$ aand theh
doors candtshelsttamédfullyrrecdgmizesdthie ak{su8diyBwith
which they immediately establish class hierarchies and cus-
toms on the shore of Altruria. Mrs. Thrall, fearful of being
|l eft with what she calls At
assistance, refuses to adopt Altrurian customs in exchange
for help. When told of the need for everyone to do light
physical labor in exchange for food and hospitality, Mrs.
Thrall <c¢l ai ms, AWe can pay
wheésepef(#ddadd)c cr &dghagtf at
are worthless, she jeers,
suppose. 0 Not denying the
labor here will be for your daily bread, and it will be
real , o (423).

But what causes the most conflict between the
@teatls abdvihe Aleutiams) asidenfrena their initial refusal to
avatkefor mad eisntheimoarniveorowes xligt. I Thecriewmeraraid s
theeditbagesi hogr[ meiamal §puti
the Altrurgan geespectivehaad immediately pue to work afteh
BBHe . clBt ckéns shieey had ki ll
were buriedo (414). Gr adua
their new conditions, and -a
fish and crabso until their
owhgnifhehepecbokmoint heembe
that the funseb @ roabtin@ should 0ot offdnditheevillag-h e
posnb (HilBY.undbe shekkehowegr
cooked meat is metonymous with what, for the Altrurians, is
a savage politics. The selfishness and self-importance of
families like the Thralls is as odious as the stench of burn-
ing flesh, and indeed, their capitalist assumptions that they
tan simply pschasatheie veayg autr ofany situation nrrors
theireoterll aggressivé conmsumptisra $heimpewereoses a r
their servants and others is at odds with the communal
ethos &f Altrufiag vehasd unwillingness todvdrm dr corsumey
any Bvingicredtwe reveals a spinit oftcdmenuniop last cm the
meat-eatn@ Americans.ent ed t hem fr om
Gradually, though, these men, upon whose bodies
the Thrall és |live, come to
Thrall sé chef Anatol e. He |
coelkdng with thesherbsandlvegetablas; ane gutuadlyrex- e
pands the dietary options for the entire society, confessing
that he fAalways had a secre
stooped to direct the cooking of among the French and
American bourgeoisiebo
Mboos find that theirsarnahappetites chandge pvithahein s i
evVierdual mardptanceeof themewsoco-@coreomiéitastee ah e
Al truri a. Though Mrs. Thr a
canned meats brought ashore

fi
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activity and fresh air take
di sheso (434). Everybody th
parts of themselves that were kept hidden in the rigidly de-
fined public roles they are forced to play in America and
realizing that the system they were trained to despise is
actually more palatable than the plutocratic conditions they
have left.

Ultimately, what Howells reveals in his stories of
Altruria is the trite but true cliché: you are what you eat.
Food is the overarching metaphor for illustrating turn-of-the-
century conflicts and attitudes between the social classes,
the socially empowered capitalist consumers and those
required by economic necessity to surrender their bodily
autonomy, the consumed. These relatively ignored late
works are rich with textualities that deserve taken seriously
one hundred years later, as they locate many of 21°-
century Americabs political

The Howellsia

cawaytfanystasse fiar systlem of c
rgess anpAbtocecoiapfdesalgepgingit

3With the exception of the novelist Twelvemough and Mrs.
Makley, the rest of the elite social circle from whom Homos
learns about America are identified only by their profes-

sions.
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how it is consumed proves, for the Altrurian, a fascinating Century: Narratives of Consumption, 1700-1900. Eds.
archive of cultural practices. Howells has followed us to our Tamara S. Wagner and Narin Hassan. Lanham: Lex-
own contemporary hungers, informing Americans of how ington Books, 2007. 17-33.
what seems temporary, unimportant, or transient i the din- | Howells, William Dean. The Altrurian Romances. Eds.
ner table or restaurant i may prove to be profound spaces Clara and Rudolf Kirk. Bloomington: U of Indiana P,
from which to witness of the complexity that surrounds sat- 1968.
isfaction on an individual and societal level. Al n Hon o rCritio 30 (Octo1838Y): 28§.. O
---. My Literary Passions/Criticism and Fiction. New York:
Harper & Brothers, 1910.

Notes ---. Roman Holidays, and Others. New York: Harper and
'"Though several of Howell sbds Bfothétd, ®wdgs and biographers
insightfully note the increased attention to politics beginning | irk, Clara Marburg. W.D. Howells, Traveler From Altruria:
in the 1880 sW.D.Bdwalls, @raveler FranbAd- 1889-1894. New Brunswick: Rutgers UP, 1962.
truria (New Brunswick: Rutgers UP, 1962) is still the most || e B| an ¢, Ronal d. ATol stoyds Boc

thorough study of the personal and social history behind
Howel |l sé6s conception of the
insightful in regards to Ho
cal thoughts i s ThHe QletRebel: WilliamH
Dean Howells as Social Commentator (Lincoln: U of Ne-

braska P, 1959).

*Thei dea that foodbds functio
sustenance is indebted to the groundbreaking work of Mar-
gar et L .GastrononytThefAsthropology of Food
and Food Habits (The Hague: Mouton Press, 1975) and
Peter Farb and GeConsygning Passiore:
The Anthropology of Eating (Boston: Houghton Mifflin,

1980) . Both, of course, ar
obervations in AToward a Ps
rary Food Consumptiondo that

n i aCulturgs of the Abdomen: Diet, Digestion, and Fat
U fh @ NioBern Worft! BRI Chfisfopherd& Eért and Ak 1 | Y
W e EdrderRCoynd. Newhybrik: Balgiangk | 2804.7187d166c 2 1 p @
M4 eg@RHnel |, Dean. fEptyMeeting! i s m
Grounds: The Tourist Papers. New York: Routledge,
1992. 17-73.
Marx, Karl. Capital, Volume I. (1867) New York: Interna-
itidhal Publisters,adeé¥. T € goes beyond
Schwartz-Nobel, Loretta. Growing Up Empty: The Hunger
Epidemic in America. New York: Harper Collins, 2002.
Veblen, Thorstien. The Theory of the Leisure Class. (1899)
a g Rew & &rk: Penguin, 1994.

Walton, Priscilla L. Our Cannibals, Ourselves. Urbana: U
e  ¥ihoksP,p@4.f rom Rol and Barthesos

ychosociology of Contempo-
ifood, aside from being a

n

ne-
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Meeting Minutes, ALA
21 May 2009

The meeting was called to order at 4:20 p.m. by Claudia Stokes, with eleven members present.

1. Elsa Nettels gave the tr el832u44¢ollars inrte acaount, and so TsHieancialD H S
situation is healthy. The only expenditures have been for the William Dean Howells Society Essay Prize. It was sug-
gested that perhaps the amount of the prize could be increased from $100 to a higher amount.

2. Claudia Stokes brought up the idea of having The Howellsian be issued only in electronic form and asked for discus-
sion on this point. Among the benefits that members brought up for an online-only publication were the following: this
would cut down on costs and make the information accessible to members. Also, photographs are in color in the online
Howellsian. Among the negative points were these: people pay less attention to an online publication than they do to a
print publication and are less likely to read it; also, it would be more difficult to collect dues from members with an online-
only version. Another factor to consider is that we have email addresses (and some of them are very old) from only
about half of our members. Moreover, we have published scholarly articles and have had them indexed in the MLA Bibli-
ography, and the scholarly credibility of online sources is not as yet on a par with that of print publications.

Members present decided to continue with the print version for at least the next issue, with the option to go to an online-
only format after that. Thomas Wortham suggested that members could be polled to see which version they would pre-
fer.

The discussion then turned to the distribution of The Howellsian. As Susan Goodman had done at the University of Dela-
ware in previous years, Donna Campbell sent it out last time using the resources from Washington State University.
However, given difficult budget times, she suggested that paying for printing and mailing out of WDHS funds would be
more sustainable, since WSU cannot pay for these costs in the future.

3. Lance Rubin is the new Vice President and Program Chair; Paul Petrie is taking over as editor of The Howellsian. The
WDHS is grateful to them both for taking on these duties.

4. The discussion then turned to topics for next yeards

should be chosen and the remaining panel should be left as an open session in the call for papers so that we can leave
room for new approaches.

Howells and the city

The weird Howells

The short fiction

Howells as a critic of capitalism

The reviews

Howells and religion

Prospects for studying Howells

New approaches to teaching Howells
Howells and politics

= =4 =48 -4 -8 -9 _49_9_-°

Lance Rubin will generate a call for papers based on this discussion.

5. Members then moved to a more general discussion about how we could bring more people into the society and into
studying Howells.

9 The bibliography on the web site and its inclusion in The Howellsian was mentioned. There are actually two biblio-
graphic resources, one that lists publications on Howells, and one started years ago by Terry Oggel, in which various

members agree to take one journal and to provide abstracts of the material on Howells published that year. Alex Feerst
was responsible for editing this some years back.
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Another possibility is to have someone responsible for keeping abreast of Howells in the news; the Cather Society, for
example, has a fACather in the Mainstreamo column. Actually
at its Howells in the News site (http://howellsinthenews.blogspot.com/), but there has not been much news about

Howells.

9 There is continuing interest in Howells from historians, and listservs such as H-SHGAPE could be informed of some
of our activities. We could place an ad in some history-based periodicals.

i Sally Daugherty announced that she has an essay coming out in Prospects on future directions for Howells study,
and that this could serve as a good place to encourage studies in Howells.

Thomas Wortham suggested that we have different levels of membership, since it would be easier for some people to
pay for several years at once or to contribute more to support the aims of the WDHS.

After a round of applause for outgoing president Claudia Stokes, the meeting was adjourned at about 5:10 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Donna Campbell

W.D. Howells Slept Here

Howells Society member Richard El-
l'ington writes from t
cent visit to Ohio, to follow the spoor of
WDH, a friend took me to The Golden
Lamb in Lebanon simply to see the an-
cient inn, where so many VIPs had
stayed. We were pleasantly surprised
to find that one of the rooms had a
'WDH slept here' type of notice outside
itd and | had my picture taken sitting
inside in a chair.o

According to a December 8, 2008
article in the Cincinnati Enquirer (now
unfortunately no longer available via
the newspaper ds websi
hotel has just completed a multi-million

dollar restoration, whose goal was to modernize without disturbing

500000

the buildingds historical feat
has hosted other luminaries, including Mark Twain, Charles Dick- ‘
ens, and Henry Cl ay, as wel |

site, alas, makes no mention of Howellsd but the photographic evi-
dence speaks for itself.

Ellington adds: fiMy trip was @ ma rilliany Deqn Gowilly a t
the places where WDH had lived and, secondarily, to visit places " SR
notable in the story of German immigration to Ohio. Despite asking &
around, | have got no information about his maternal forebears, i Author and Critic
including the grandmother to whom he reportedly spoke only, or ’
mostly, in German. o0 Anyone wit ! e mati on ger
is asked please to respond via 2 InSuerhinGn bunod p SN 1 P

on the Societyodos website. R

If you should find yourself waking where Howells slept, or just
passing by, take a picture and send it to the editor to achieve
Howellsian immortality.

Visited Frequently

Page 9


http://howellsinthenews.blogspot.com/

