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A new major integrates classes from more than 10 departments. 

By Somer Breeze 

Daily Evergreen staff 

Some WSU students are making their way toward a career designing video games, Web pages and wiki sites through a new major on campus. 

Digital technology and culture is an interdisciplinary major, drawing from more than 10 departments and operating under the College of Liberal Arts umbrella. Within the major, students can select courses ranging from anthropology to information technology to poetry writing. 

“Students can find their place in a variety of concentrations and emphasize what they are most intrigued by – technology and culture, art and media or informatics,” said Patricia Ericsson, Pullman coordinator for the DTC major. “The students have more latitude than in traditional mono-disciplinary programs.” 

DTC became a major at the Vancouver, Tri-Cities and Pullman campuses three years ago. 

Junior Nathaniel Door, also vice president of the DTC club, used to be a computer science major until WSU ended the computer graphics program. He had Ericsson for an English class and she introduced him to the new major. 

“There’s a lot of useful stuff for going into video games, art and computers,” Door said. 

He switched his major to DTC because “the culture part is really useful and you get to know how technology affects people and interaction.” 

Door said he hopes to use his DTC degree to get into designing and writing video games. 

“It helps you understand why you should design a Web site like this, and the difference of interaction between Web sites and books,” Door said. 

Before it became a major it was a humanities option with a DTC concentration, Ericsson said. 

“The interest of DTC grew up out of Vancouver,” Ericsson said. “A lot of people needed to up their education level. They wanted broader backgrounds on how technology and culture work together.” 

There are three concentrations to the major which include hyper/multimedia rhetoric and composing, electronic research and knowledge management, and language, technology and society. Students in the major choose one concentration. Music is a new emphasis in the works on the Pullman campus. 

“DTC mixes technology and interaction with meaning,” Door said. “It’s not just the dry surface.” 

Seven students have graduated with DTC degrees from the Pullman campus. One WSU DTC graduate went on to own a consulting firm where he builds Web pages and wiki sites. Another graduate is attending graduate school in Florida. 

“[DTC graduates] can be successful in a variety of fields because they have learned to think critically and integrate ideas from different disciplines,” Ericsson said. 

For more information on DTC as a major contact Patricia Ericsson at ericsson@wsu.edu. 

