Journal Review Assignment 

Engl 534 fall 2009
You will work in two-person teams to review and write a report on one journal in technical and professional communication.  This review and report must cover the last three years of publication and include at least the following information:

1.  Publication information (who publishes, who reviews, frequency of publication, etc.)

2.  The philosophy statement issued by the journal 

3.  A TOC listing for the past three years of the journal

4.  The intended audience for articles published

5.  A review of the main issues the journal has considered during the past two years and how those main issues have been approached by various authors

6.   An overview of how the articles in this journal address the broad issues in the field as defined by Peeples

Practice vs Theory

Is a technical communication class about “how to” and/or practice or should it be about theory as well?  (p. 2-3).  

Production vs Practice

Is technical communication about products or the process and/or activity surrounding the making of the products? (p.3-4)

School vs Work

Should technical communication classes train writers for the workplace, or should the workplace reflect what is taught in school? (p.4-5)

7. A consideration of how the publications might inform your teaching of technical and professional writing.

This review and report will be presented to the class and a copy of the report will be available to each class member.  This assignment is due on Sept. 28.  Your work may be presented in a format or media appropriate for the assignment.  If you have questions about the format or media, please check with Dr. Ericsson.  

Journals Available for Review:

· Technical Communication  (online)

· IEEE Transactions on Professional Communication (online)
· Journal of Business and Technical Communication (online)
· Journal of Technical Writing and Communication  (Holland)
· Technical Communication Quarterly   (online)
· Business Communication Quarterly  (online)
· Management Communication Quarterly  (online)

