Sense of Place at WSU with Respect to Sustainability
The thesis of this project is that people are more inclined to be sustainable when they know about the area the live (this is not my idea, more from Wendell Berry, Barbara Kingsolver, etc.).  This project would survey students ( I was hoping to survey students using electronic response cards in a class that I help with ~200 undergrads) to see how much they know about Pullmans society and natural environment.  In addition, the survey would include questions about how sustainable the students are and how much they care about sustainability.  The overall goal of this project would be to make recommendations to the University about how to educate students about the area AND sustainability.  I’m hoping that a feeling of ownership to the area would automatically lead students to want to be more sustainable.

Outline of research

-create survey to address how well WSU students know this area as well as how they feel towards sustainability

-give survey to students through Environmental Science Class (using response cards)

-statistical analyses relating to sustainability practices to how well one knows the place that they live

-written suggestions to the university about teaching the knowledge that is correlated with good sustainability practices

Expertise Areas

I am a TA for environmental science and therefore have access to getting data from about 200 students.  I also have statistical knowledge to analyze collected data.

I think that this project would benefit from someone that can write very specific questions in an easy-to-understand way.  I also think that this project would benefit from someone that can use the statistical analysis to help making teaching recommendations to the university.
