Andrea Campbell

In 2002, Seattle Times reporter Duff Wilson published his book, Fateful Harvest, which conveys the true story of environmental destruction in the town of Quincy, Washington. Mayor Patty Martin battles the powerful Cenex corporation in an effort to uncover the truth behind toxic fertilizers and the toll it is taking on the environment and the health of Quincy citizens. Unfortunately, her efforts and research did not have much impact as economic needs outweighed environmental concerns and it was Duff Wilson's hope that this book would reach a larger audience and create more of a response. His series of articles received international attention and was a finalist for the Pulitzer Prize. He currently works for the New York Times.

I am proposing a project that really examines this situation from all angles and attempts to answer some difficult questions that it raises. I would like to conduct further research and talk more with Duff Wilson, Patty Martin and Cenex representatives. The goal of this project would be to incorporate scientific data, rhetorical analysis, literature, social justice and environmental concerns to investigate the problems in Quincy and how the possibility/need for sustainability is jeopardized and what needs to be done in order to make sustainability a reality.

Research would include reading the novel, analyzing (possibly collecting) data, interviews and learning the background of the Cenex Corporation, Quincy and Washington state legislation surrounding these issues. As a literature student with an emphasis in ecofeminism, I am prepared to look closely at the novel and gathered research and analyze social impacts as well as environmental and make connections between the two. I will need the expertise of a rhetorician as well as an environmental scientist to cover their respective areas to make this project complete. It is my hope that by working on a semi-local issue, the importance of sustainability and the hurdles it faces is tangible and all team members are able to bring their expertise together to combat a common problem.

