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For the Washington State University campus wide sustainability assessment, a range of qualitative and quantitative analytical tools will be used by the members of the research team. Some of the possible theories to be tested will include rhetorical analysis of the language that is used by various communities of the campus to describe “sustainability”. By using ethnographic interview techniques, such data can be collected and also further scrutinized to see whether the various groups of peoples responsible for administrating sustainability in actuality practice their own “rhetoric”. Other, broader information gathering, in the forms of surveys etc. will hopefully (assuming there will be significant enough response) paint a general overview of the campus population and how they view the myriad concepts that surround sustainability. But also importantly, there should be a section of the assessment specifically designed to include participant’s suggestions and responses to how they and the rest of their community can affect or activate a more legitimate movement towards sustainability. The various communities possible solutions will also be further analyzed to see whether the different groups share similar (or not) answers and perhaps from such data collection, an arena for dialogue about and for sustainability can be constructed with the appropriate guidelines making any such dialogue constructive. Hopefully this assessment will help clarify what sustainability is and can be for the WSU campus. 
