Intro and overview of project proposal
I propose a study of how the rhetoric of sustainability has influenced management practices of public lands by analyzing the history of sheep grazing on the Wasatch Plateau.  The Wasatch Plateau covers about 1,625 square miles of land in central Utah.  Most of the Plateau falls under the jurisdiction of the US Forest Service.  As early as 1880 Anglo-Americans were grazing sheep on the Plateau.  By 1900, 900,000 sheep were grazed on the Wasatch Plateau.  One hundred years later there are only 100,000 sheep being grazed there.  The history of grazing on the Plateau provides an ideal case study for examining the rhetoric of sustainability for some of the following reasons:  1. The Plateau is rich in historical and scientific documentation of grazing on the Plateau.  2.  It is considered the birthplace of the science of Range Management.  3.  Long-term scientific data on the impacts of grazing have been collected on the Wasatch Plateau.  4.  The effects of overgrazing have had huge environmental, economic and social consequences for the local towns surrounding the Plateau.  5. The Plateau is utilized by about 7 rural communities in Utah that have multiple generations of ranchers in that area providing a) an inter-generational collective identity as ranchers, b) a rich local understanding of the landscape and environment, and c) notions of sustainability and public land use typical throughout the Western US and found in the common social/political landscape of rural/conservative/local vs. urban/liberal/outside voices.  
Kinds of research needed

· Ecological impacts of grazing on the Wasatch Plateau

· Historical and rhetorical analysis of when scientists first started thinking in terms of sustainability on the Plateau and how those ideas were disseminated throughout the ranching community

· History of the relationship between Federal Govt. and local ranchers

· Analysis of definitions of “sustainable” within Western rural communities

· Analysis of how changes in public land use practices are made; how concepts of ethos, logos, and pathos are utilized in making these changes

· Any other good ideas

Personal expertise

· I have access to much of the historical data (scientific and otherwise) of the Wasatch Plateau

· Personal experience in the region as a scientist (currently) and as an environmental activist dealing with land use issues in Utah for 15-20 years

· An understanding of the ecosystem of the Wasatch Plateau

Expertise needed (but not limited to)

· Rhetorical analysis of how science, politics and language influence activities that have been commonly practiced for generations

· Someone who can develop the ideas surrounding how local rural communities react to Federal Government jurisdiction that influences their daily livelihood

· Rhetorical analysis of how diverse communities overcome issues of “us vs. them” (i.e. scientist vs. rancher, policy makers vs. individual citizens, federal govt. vs. local govt., etc.) for the protection of the land (maybe for future generations to use as ranchers etc.)

· Any other areas of expertise that I’ve overlooked

Overview of what will be gained

Close to 650 million acres of land located in primarily 12 states in the Western US is considered public land and therefore under Federal jurisdiction.  As the population of Western States increases the demands put on Federal lands, the issues of sustainable practices on these lands is becoming increasingly important.  By focusing on one particular case study dealing with land use/sustainability, we can gain insight into how concepts and practices of sustainability might be integrated in the Western region of the United States.  I also foresee that this research could be published in a scientific journal such as Western North American Naturalist or The Journal of Range Management, by the US Forest Service, or in journals dealing with environmental ethics or philosophy.
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