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Project Proposal

The rise of sustainability in terms of its importance is evident in both the frequency of its use as a term as well as the glaring environmental impact of overlooking this concept.  Many fields and interests contribute to the global, or systemic, conditions that shape this conversation and accordingly many fields and interests can participate in the pursuit of balance and crafting what sustainability can be realized in the world we know.  The field that I am best prepared to investigate is education.  Precluding an effort towards educating students, learners and/or community members on such a matter are critical points: What is sustainability?  How can it be brought into the existing conversations and learning materials?  How can sustainability be experienced?  Can this concept be effectively taught without politicizing, finger pointing and tainting the educational experience?   Arriving upon a definition that is both meaningful and palatable is of high importance, as is conceptualizing how such a theme can be best brought to diverse audiences.          

Goals

A goal of this project may be integrating the concept of sustainability into the curriculum of many types of classes and experiences for students, learners and/or community members.  One potentially viable place to start this line of education could be with the fundamentals of food and energy.  Notably, organic agriculture and renewable energy sources could be used to illustrate the importance of sustainability- without confusing the terms organic or renewable with the definition of sustainability.  Rather use these concepts to show how they can participate in practices that are sustainability.  Work that needs to be done in advance of this is 1) bringing forward a transferable use of the word ‘sustainability’ 2) establishing a review of how these concepts are or are not adapted to education 3) analysis of the uses of the word sustainable or it’s synonyms in educational contexts 4) investigation of the viability of ‘sustainability’ as the vehicle to educate these themes 5) investigation in the force of the word ‘sustainability’ with respect to social justice, colonization and hegemony.  
Background / Skill sets


+ Environmental Education- curriculum design and program management


+ Experiential Education- practitioner, researcher


+ Conservationist- Service learning, public and private, diverse projects

Issues and themes

+
Place based education

+
Hegemony / colonizing

+
Experiential education
+
Organic systems

