The e-thos of sustainability

By Jim Haendiges

Introduction.

Ever since Al Gore invented the internet
, web browsing has been a major forum for environmental awareness and conversations about sustainability. Environmental web sites (along with the outspoken discussions of technological powerhouse Bill Gates) easily embrace the internet and silicon technology as means to exercise a certain ethos of hypertextual information and deliver rhetorical messages of sustainability. Yet, is the internet a viable conduit for sustainability because it is convenient, fast, and involves little physical action towards sustainability of the earth? Does computer technology bolster environmental awareness or does it create an alternative space apart from physical reality in which sustainability can be fabricated?   

Research. 

In this project, I plan to research the various internet sites that promote environmental sustainability (such as treehugger.com, grist.com, and idealbite.com) to discover the rhetorical means in which internet technology facilitates environmental discussion. As well, I plan to investigate the relationship of technology and sustainability as an ideological pact to maintain technological advancement packaged with environmental peace of mind. Here are some of the ideas I have been generating about this project: 

· This project is an investigation into how convenience and technological speed makes sustainability appealing, which is an apparent contradiction to sustainability’s efforts to offset the environmental damage done by industrialization.

· This project touches on how iconography such as ‘the recycle bin’ and the nature-oriented computer icons—many internet browsers, such as Internet Explorer, rely upon the icon of the earth—rhetorically conflate eco-friendly traveling and internet exploration.

My Expertise.

The expertise that I lend to this project is my previous analysis on social patterns of language and technological impacts on a learning environment. The interface of computer technology lends to both a learning space and an unreal space. Perhaps this imagined space of the internet provides an illusory hope towards sustainability. 

Compliments and Benefits.
Such a study could be complemented by inquiry into sustainability projects that rely upon internet activity and publicity; and it would complement projects that wish to challenge the sustainable quality of e-commerce and computer technology. An analysis of social attraction towards the ethos of environmental websites then benefits any type of research of the physical activity and activism promoted by the websites.

� I am joking, ofcourse. But it just seems so appropriate in this discussion of sustainability.





