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Proposal

Metonymies and synecdoches are ubiquitous in theories and applications of biological sciences. By looking into the origins of these subjective terms, their rhetorical impact on technical communications about environmental sustainability can be analyzed to explain the exclusive pragmatism widely used in the scientific documents of developing and protecting Nature. For such explorations, ethic issues, such as profit (or benefit, pride)-driven manipulation, human-centered cynicism, exclusive criticism, will be the supportive stages. Hopefully, some comfortable cases can be found to replace the purely attacking arsenals. Most likely, perspectives of some “backward” societies, especially those that have maternal or matriarchal structures, will be summoned to support my focal point, that is, sustainable development will become a synonym of maintaining the aggressive business structure of the modern world if Mother Nature cannot be physically restored to tear off the property lines in our fatherlands.    

