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The Future of Food

The documentary produced in 2004 by Deborah Coons Garcia, The Future of Food looks at the industry of genetically modified organisms, its subsequent patents and movement into mainstream foods with little general knowledge of the public.  The film explores how livelihoods of various farmers have been negatively impacted by the patenting of certain agricultural products and at the politics of globalizing the food supply.  When I first saw this film I was impressed by its use of pathos (and I do hope I am using this word correctly) to create an extremely negative view of biotechnology, politicians, and transnational corporations in the viewers of the film.  I was so blown over by the first case of a negatively impacted farmer presented that I welled up with tears!


In addition to its emotional plea of support for the movement against biotechnology and globalism, The Future of Food incorporates a large amount of scientific and technical information concerning the politics of globalization of the food supply.   It would be these three aspects of the film that I would like to focus on; the rhetorical use of the scientific/technical information presented and the validity of that information in conjunction with the use of pathos to convince the audiences that they need to believe in the same manner as do the makers of the film.  

Research would entail:

· Becoming familiar with the film

· Choosing particular aspects/information of the film that we feel is most convincing of their argument and analyzing it first for validity and secondly for its rhetorical use

· It would also be interesting to research any criticisms of the film, if they exist (and who is giving the criticism) and compare/contrast the information used in support of the criticism with that given in the film and for its validity

Being mainly educated in the technicalities of the scientific field, I have little experience and knowledge of analyzing something rhetorically for its physiological/social implications.  Therefore it would be great to have a team mainly composed of students well versed in those areas.  I believe that team members would benefit a great deal from learning of how scientific/technical information is used in such a way as to strongly influence an audience emotionally, especially in regards to biotechnology, this being such a hot topic of controversy in today’s society.

