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GREETINGS TO ALL 
  This is the joint newsletter of the French Politics Group of the American Political 
Science Association and the French Politics and Policy Group of the Political Science 
Association in the UK. We begin with the activities of the US-based group and follow 
with the UK group’s news.  We invite you to also go to our websites for more 
information on both groups. Welcome to the new members of the APSA French Politics 
Group and also to Andrew Appleton who will be co convening the FPG.  We currently 
have over 192 members, also listed on our website. 
  Our meetings at APSA Chicago this year were the most successful to date- with a 
short course, five panels, a working group, our second reception and the announcement of 
our first Stanley Hoffmann Best Article Award.  In addition to an attendance of over 110 
for our various panels and roundtable, we had the pleasure of hosting two special guests -
- the Deputy Chief of Mission from the French Embassy  François Rivasseau  and the 
French Consul General in Chicago, Jean Baptiste Main de Boissière.    
  We have continued the momentum of our international collaboration with our 
regular French institutional partners: Association Française de Science Politique, 
Sciences Po Paris, CEVIPOF and starting this year, many of the Institut d’Etudes 
Politiques of the regions.  We hit a record high of French political scientists attending 
APSA and our group co sponsored a day long workshop with French and American 
participants at the AFSP meetings in Toulouse.  This collaboration is in the process of 
producing two concrete outcomes: an edited volume on the Fifth Republic at Fifty and a 
“State of the Discipline in France”.    
  Congratulations to the recipients of our two awards for the year: James Shields for 
the new Stanley Hoffmann Best Article Award and Anne Revillard for the Frank L. 
Wilson Best Article Award. This year we will be awarding the Georges Lavau Best 
Dissertation Award, co sponsored by French Politics, Society and Culture, for 
dissertations defended since 2005. 
  We appreciate the support and time of all FPG members who have taken an active 
role in our activities.  Special thanks this year go to Nonna Mayer, Yves Deloye, Pascal 
Perrineau, Sylvain Brouard, Gérard Grunberg, Pierre Hassner, Stanley Hoffmann, 
Herrick Chapman, Michael Bosia, Erric Kerrouche, Roxanne Euben , Jacques Gerstlé,  
and Paulette Kurzer.  We invite you to read-on for more details about our activities on 
both sides of the Atlantic.  
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Amicalement,   
 
Ben, Amy and Andrew  
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News of the French Politics Groups-APSA  
 
 APSA- Chicago , 2007 
 
  Thanks to receiving two permanent panel slots from APSA, we were able to 
sponsor four panels – with European Politics Society, our regular partner, on two thanks 
to Paulette Kurzer’s help, and for the first time with Elections and Voting Behavior under 
the direction of Lonna Atkinson.   For the first time the FPG organized a working group 
on French Politics which met three times throughout the meetings.  Below is the list of 
the panels/roundtable we offered. Panel papers can be downloaded at the APSA website 
at http://apsanet.org/.  Note that only panels will have papers on the web.   
 
- Mapping French Political Science: The State of the Field II 
- Changing France: An Interdisciplinary Roundtable on Globalization and French 
Politics in Light of the 2007 Presidential Elections 
- Comparative Studies of Policy Agendas 
- The 2007 French Presidential Election: A Case Study for the Models of Electoral 
Choice 
- Models in Motion: The Dynamics of Political Change in France and Western 
Europe in an Age of Economic Austerity 
 
We also hosted our second short course, organized by Sylvain Brouard,  French Political 
Institutions Fifty Years After, with 10 papers and 27 registered participations. The 
materials presented by panelists are available on our website.   
 
APSA-Boston, August 28th-31st 2008: Categories and the Politics of Global 
Inequalities  
 
****NEW SYSTEM FOR SUBMITTING PROPOSALS TO FPG: PAPER/PANEL 
PROPOSALS REQUIRED TO BE SUBMITTED TO APSA BY  DECEMBER 17th 
**** 
 Given the rising interest in proposing papers and panels on French Politics and the 
need to have co sponsorships to make sure our two panel slots to expand to four panels, 
we will require all proposed panels to also submit to other sections. This means that you 
must make the APSA deadline—of December 17th, which is extended this year. All 
applications go through the APSA website (http://apsanet.org/section_380.cfm).  Please 
indicate that one of the co sponsors is the FPG when you apply and send us your proposal 
too.  Next year, related groups will be a part of the electronic process, so this is a 
transition year.  We will still accept proposals for individual papers, but we will give 
priority to complete panels and will place papers on pre existing panels, where possible.  
 If you have questions, do not hesitate to e-mail us; we can help you with 
sometimes challenging web based submission system.  
 
New Stanley Hoffmann Best Article Award on French Politics 
 Thanks to funding from Science Po-Paris, Gérard’s Grunberg’s work and support, 
and Stanley Hoffman’s generous offer to use his name for the prize, we will be awarding 
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for the first time the semi–annual award for the best English-language article on French 
politics. This year’s award was made at our reception at APSA and will cover articles 
published in 2005 and 2006. Articles may be on any aspect of French Politics and the 
selection committee will systematically consult a full range of journals that publish 
scholarship on French Politics.  Some preference is given to scholars at earlier stages of 
their careers.  The awardee receives 2000 euros and is required to accept the award at the 
annual APSA meetings the year the award is made.   The 2007 selection committee 
included Stanley Hoffmann--Chair (Harvard University), Gérard Grunberg (Sciences Po 
Paris), Pierre Hassner (Sciences Po Paris).  
Following an extensive consideration of a pool of 233 articles, the committee selected the 
following three winners, with the top prize going to  
 James Shields (University of Warwick) for his January 2006 article in 
 Parliamentary Affairs, “Political Representation in France: A Crisis of 
 Democracy?”  
and second place going to  
 David Yost (US Naval Postgraduate School) for his June 2006 article in 
 International Affairs, “France’s New Nuclear Doctrine”  
and 
 Elaine Thomas (Bard College) for her March 2006 article in Ethnic and Racial 
 Studies, “Keeping Identity at A Distance: Explaining France’s New Legal 
 Restrictions on the Islamic Headscarf”. 
 
For the list of reviews consulted and abstracts of the 233 articles considered go to our 
website. The next award will be made in 2009 for articles published in 2007 and 2008. 
 
Frank L. Wilson Best APSA Paper Award 
 

The third Best Paper Award was given to Anne Revillard (ENS, Cachan)  for her 
paper, “Is the French Republic Familialist or Feminist? The Dilemmas of French State 
Feminists”. The award is given each year for papers’ presented at APSA on French 
politics at the previous year’s meeting.  Papers can be comparative as long as a 
significant part focuses on France.  The 2008 committee is  – Charles Hauss (George 
Mason University), Anne Revillard (ENS, Cachan) and Andrew Appleton (Washington 
State University)  

 
Georges Lavau Dissertation Award for 2008 
 
 The prize, co-sponsored by the FPG and the review, French Politics, Culture & 
Society, brings with it an award of $100 (and great prestige).  The award was first made 
in 1993 and is given every three years. The next award will be made in 2008 for English-
language dissertations defended between January 2005 and December 2007. Dissertation 
advisors and/or candidates themselves must submit one electronic copy  of the nominated 
dissertation to each member of the awards committee before the deadline of June 15, 
2008.  Self-nominations are accepted.  Please address individual copies of nominated 
dissertations to each e-mail address below and the FPG group assistant, Nirmal Joshi at 
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nsjoshi@wsu.edu.  Questions about the award may be addressed to the FPG office as 
well. This year award committee is comprised of  
 - James Shields (University of Warwick) J.G.Shields@warwick.ac.uk 
 - Francesca Vassallo (University of Southern Maine) 
 francesca.vassallo@maine.edu  
 - Jean-Pascal Daloz  (University of Oxford) jean-pascal.daloz@politics.ox.ac.uk. 
Previous awardees include: 
  Cyndy Skach 2005 (Harvard University) 
  Viginia Guiraudon 1999 (European University Institute) 
  John Huber 1996 (Columbia University) 
  Amy Mazur 1993 (Washington State University) 
 
Assessing French Political Science 
 
 The FPG is working with AFSP and APSA to facilitate an ‘inventory’ of 
contemporary political science in France.  A small team of researchers has been 
compiling data on various aspects of instititutional and individual practices, such as 
methodology requirements for graduate training, publication patterns in French political 
science journals, etc.  Some of these data have already appeared in essay form in the 
Data, Measures, and Methods section of French Politics.  The team will conduct a survey 
of members of the AFSP in the near future, as well as sending out an institutional survey 
patterned after that used by APSA.  This mapping will, we hope, be published as a 
symposium in Perspectives on Politics in the future.  In addition to the survey, the two 
APSA roundtables on mapping French Political Science will provide the foundation for 
an edited volume on the State of French Political Science. A second APSA roundtable 
was held in Chicago this year to bring together political scientists from a full range of 
political science research in France from outside of Paris including the following areas: 
Policy and Administration, Comparative Politics; Political Sociology of Governing 
Institutions; European Studies; Policy Analysis in Socio-historical Perspective; and 
Political Communication. Political Studies Institutes from Toulouse, Strasbourg, 
Bordeaux, and Lyon were represented.  
 
Methodology and French Political Science, AFSP-Toulose, 2007 
 
  Our co sponsored workshop," Réflexions sur les méthodes en Science politique 
des deux côtés de l’Atlantique” at 9th Toulouse Congress for the AFSP (5-7 September 
2007) was a great success with over 100 participants across the three sessions. For more 
details on the Toulouse conference, the AFSP-FPG collaboration and the AFSP more 
generally go to http://www.afsp.msh-paris.fr/.  Nonna Mayer’s report on the workshop is 
posted on our website- as a summary of the event it provides some excellent reflections 
about methodology on both sides of the Atlantic.  
 
French French Fifth Republic at Fifty: Our Group’s First Book Project 
   
  Taking off from the successful short course on the same topic and under the joint 
editorship of Sylvain Brouard, Andrew Appleton and Amy Mazur the FPG will be 
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producing its first book project.  The proposed edited book is currently in progress and is 
comprised of the contributions presented at the APSA short course by some of the 
leading French, British and American scholars of French Politics. The editors are seeking 
a publisher and hope to have the book published in 2008.  
  
Teaching Resources  
 
  The collection of syllabi on French Politics produced for an APSA short course 
on teaching we organized in 2005 is available on our website.  
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News of the French Policy and Politics Group-PSA 
 
Conference on the 2007 French Presidential and Parliamentary elections,  
Maison Française in Oxford, May 25th 2007  
 
Organized by Professor Raymond Kuhn (Queen Mary, University of London) and Dr. 
Ben Clift (Warwick), this event reflected on the results of the Presidential elections and 
attempted to predict the future evolution of the French Party System. Co-sponsored by 
PSA FPP Group and the Association for the study of Modern and Contemporary France, 
the programme featured leading French, US- and UK-based French Electoral Politics 
scholars:- Bruno Cautres (CEVIPOF, Sciences-Po Paris), Mike Lewis-Beck ( Iowa), 
Gilles Ivaldi (URMIS -SOLIIS Université de Nice-Sophia Antipolis), Jocelyn Evans 
(Salford), Rainbow Murray (Birkbeck) and Vincent Tiberj (CEVIPOF-Sciences-Po 
Paris). The event was a great success. 
 
APSA Conference in Chicago, September 2007 
 
Jocelyn Evans Represented the group at APSA Chicago, where the group co-sponsored a 
drinks reception organised by Amy and the French Politics Group of the American 
Political Science Association. Jocelyn Evans has also agreed to serve on the jury for the 
Stanley Hoffman prize. 
 
New Dimensions Of Political Competition In France’ Conference. 
 
The Group Sponsored and supported a conference organised by Joseph Szarka (Bath) on 
‘NEW DIMENSIONS OF POLITICAL COMPETITION IN FRANCE’, which took 
place at the University of Bath on 6 July 2007. 
 
Joseph’s conference report reads as follows:- 
 
‘On Friday 6 July 2007, the University of Bath held a one-day international conference, 
organised by Joseph Szarka, Christopher Reynolds and Hélène Bilger-Street. It was 
supported by the Association for the Study of Modern and Contemporary France, the 
French Policy and Politics subgroup of the Political Studies Association and the French 
Embassy. The conference was a considerable success. It included three invited speakers 
from Sciences-Po’, Paris - Gérard Grunberg, Janine Mossuz-Lavau and Thierry Vedel - 
and a number of contributions from UK colleagues (conference programme is attached). 
Institutions represented included Bath, Bristol, Edinburgh, Warwick and UWE. The 
subject matter was highly topical, given its coverage of the 2007 presidential and 
parliamentary elections. At the same time, the conference gave broader historical 
coverage, contextualising recent developments and seeking to identify their wider 
implications for the French polity. The conference provided the opportunity for congenial 
and constructive debate, and this aspect was commented on positively by participants. It 
generated the momentum and good-will for further research collaboration, and a proposal 
has been submitted to Modern and Contemporary France for a special edition. We wish 
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to thank the PSA warmly for its financial assistance, as without it the event could not 
have taken place. 
 
Joseph Szarka, 1 November 2007. 
 
 
PSA 2008 at Swansea: The Group’s Proposed Panels 
 
The Group has sponsored four panels for the forthcoming Swansea PSA Conference. We 
have yet to hear whether they have been accepted onto the programme. 
 
Sue Collard (Sussex) has organised a panel on the French Municipal Elections, 2008, 
involving Alistair Cole (Cardiff) and Aurelia Troupel (Monpellier).  
 
Jocelyn Evans (Salford) has organised a panel entitled ‘The French Elections one year 
on: academic and political ‘rupture’ involving himself, Rainbow Murray (Queen Mary, 
University of London), David Bell (Leeds), Byron Criddle (Aberdeen) & Veronica Hoyo 
from the University of California, San Diego. 
 
Alistair Cole has organised a panel on State Reform and State Capacity Building in 
France’ involving Gino Raymond (Bristol), Jean-Michel Eymeri-Douzans (IEP 
Toulouse), Glyn Jones (Kingston University) and Paul Stephenson (University of 
Maastricht) 
 
Ben Clift has organised a panel entitled 'Changing Attitudes to the EU Within French 
Party Politics' involving himself, Gilles Ivaldi (Université de Nice), and Nick Startin 
(University of Western England). 
 
PSA Vincent Wright Memorial Award 2007 
 
The Judge for the 2007 Vincent Wright Prize for the best French Politics paper presented 
at the 2007 PSA conference in Bath is Professor David Bell (Leeds). Deliberations are 
ongoing, and we will announce the winner in a future issue of this newsletter. 
 
Conference / Symposium on Europe at 50, Glasgow University, 6th-7th  December 
 
The Group is co-sponsoring (along with the Italian and German PSA specialist groups) a 
symposium / conference on the 50th of the European Union and the founding Member 
States which is being organised by   Maurizio Carbone (Glasgow) 
(m.carbone@lbss.gla.ac.uk). The venue will be Glasgow University, and the date will be 
the 6 and 7 of December. 
 
The event will involve discussion the alleged deadlock in the EU from the Member 
States' point of view. A number of leading Europeanists have been approached, including 
S. Bulmer and C. Jeffrey on Germany; C. Lequesne, A. Cole and H. Drake on France. 
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Future Plans 
 
As ever, the group is keen to facilitate academic exchange of all kinds. It continues to 
make teaching documents available, and is always looking for additions to its portfolio of 
module documents. These can be sent to Ben Clift (B.M.Clift@Warwick.ac.uk). 
 
Looking ahead, the group hopes to forge still closer links with the AFSP, and to facilitate 
more exchanges of conference presenters between PSA and the AFSP biennial 
conference, which will next take place in 2009. 
 
We are always looking to support initiatives to organise conferences or seminars – either 
exclusively on French politics, or on French politics in a broader comparative 
perspective. 
 
 If you have an idea for an academic event on French politics, why not contact either Ben 
Clift (B.M.Clift@Warwick.ac.uk) or Jocelyn Evans (J.A.Evans@salford.ac.uk). 

 


