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Goals & Objectives of this Session:

VProvide you with a review of what 

has happened is the past year regarding 

ñconsolidationò in WA State
üElissa will take you on a journey, then 

Jim will grab the wheel

VLearn about the current JLARC study 

that is taking place and when it will be 

completed
üMark will provide a brief overview



Goals & Objectives of this Session: 

(continued)

VLearn about what the research says 

regarding consolidation:

üPerspectives from a small school 

superintendent (Patrick)

üDetailed information from a researcher 

(Todd)



Goals & Objectives of this Session: 

(continued)

VProvide you with an opportunity to 

ask questions



Goals & Objectives of this Session: 

(continued)

VProvide you with information, 

resources and ideas regarding how to 

protect our small and rural schoolsé



Info and insights from Elissaé



¸ In January 2008, Governor Chris Gregoire said ñI don't get 

it. I don't get why we have 50 schools that have less than 

150 students. Instead of several small schools with distinct 

staff, equipment and budgets, the public-school system 

should use ótechnology and transportationô to combine 

educational efforts and save money.ò





She went on to say . . .[my advisers told me] ñYou cannot utter the word 

'consolidation.'Well, I am uttering the word 'consolidationô.ò

The Governorôs comments stirred up a storm of discussion, including a 

Summit at the 2008 WASA Small Schools Conference, but this was 

hardly the first time our state considered consolidation of 

school districts . . . .



In  1910, there were 2,710 school 

districts in the State of Washington 

. . .then, as in most parts of the nation, 

small neighborhood schools were 

consolidated into larger districts



. . .today there are only 295 districts left 

in Washington, and of these 2/3 enroll 

less than 2000 students





One more thing Governor 

Gregoire said. . .


