
Phoenix World Theatre Collaborating with M.F.A Design Students from the University to Tennessee
Under the guidance of two esteemed professors from the University of Tennessee, and their six students, the overall objective is for the six M.F.A graduate students to create set, light, and costume designs for Phoenix World Theatre's upcoming production of Manjula Padmanabhan’s award-winning play, Harvest, under the direction of Terry Converse.  
Harvest is a dark, bitter, savagely funny and unsettling tale of globalism and organ harvesting in India — a vision of the cannibalistic future that awaits the human race and a parable of what will happen when the rich denizens of the First World begin to devour bits and pieces of the Third World poor.
The eight member Tennessee group will be joined with the nine Phoenix World Theatre artists, headed by Artistic Director, Charu Narayanan.  Designers and Phoenix World Theatre artists will tour the Kerala area and participate together in several design workshops.
The University of Tennessee group consists of two professors (Marianne Custer, Head of Costume Design, and Kenton Yeager, Head of Lighting Design) and their six M.F.A. graduate students—there are 2 costume designers, two set designers, and two lighting designers.
Since Harvest dramatizes how the Western World is encroaching on traditional India, designers of this production need to be conversant in both American and Indian cultures. This collaboration of Indian and American artists is an exciting undertaking for all involved because it promotes mutual understanding and sharing between the US and Indian groups, and in this respect it is very similar to the goals of the USIEF (Fulbright Organization)
The Tennessee Designers:

•
Professor Marianne Custer, Costume Design

•
Professor Kenton Yeager, Lighting Design

•
Henry Alexander, Scenery 

•
Nevena Prodanovic, Scenery

•
Tannis Kapell, Lighting

•
Maranda Debusk, Lighting

•
Olivia Trees, Costumes

•
Victor Bercher, Costumes
The Phoenix World Theatre Artists:

•
Charu Narayanan, Artistic Director

•
Terry Converse, Theatre Director

•
Praveen Pillai, Managing Director

•
Sudeesh Nayarambalam 

•
Suhas Balan

•
Vishnu Pradeep

•
Meenakshi KN

•
Anandu KV

•
Dhruvan K. Nair

