Engl 298 

For today’s class, you will work with one of the three articles you have read. You must consider the article based on the project outlined below and be prepared to present your considerations of the project to the class. 

Project 1 “Measuring Endorsement of the New Ecological Paradigm: A Revised NEP Scale” 

The New Environmental Paradigm Scale

From Dunlap and Van Liere 1978 (These two were WSU researchers.  Their work was widely seen as a landmark in measuring environmental attitudes and still is prevalent today.)

1. We are approaching the limit of the number of people the earth can support.

2. The balance of nature is very delicate and easily upset.

3. Humans have the right to modify the natural environment.

4. Humankind was created to rule over the rest of nature.

5. When humans interfere with nature it often produces disastrous consequences.

6. Plants and animals exist primarily to be used by humans.

7. To maintain a healthy economy we will have to develop a "steady state" economy where industrial growth is controlled.

8. Humans must live in harmony with nature in order to survive.

9. The earth is like a spaceship with only limited room and resources.

10. Humans need not adapt to the natural environment because they can remake it to suit 

their needs.

11. There are limits to growth beyond which our industrialized society cannot expand.

12. Mankind is severely abusing the environment.

The New Ecological Paradigm Scale is found on p. 178 of your book.  Compare the two.  What differences in wording and additions do your find?  Do you see the differences that the article we read points to—the differences between an environmental and an ecological paradigm?  Pull quotes out of the article to support what you find.

Project  2

The Stern ,Dietz, Kalof article posits that environmental values can be considered in terms of altruistic ethics, egoistic ethics, and/or biospheric ethics.  These differences are explained on pp. 188-191 of the chapter.  

Apply each of the ethics individually to the case of global warming as it is presented at the NRDC website .  For example, if you were to take a totally altruistic approach to global warming, how would you react?  What actions would you be willing to take?  How would you convince other people to act using this ethic?

After applying each of the ethics individually, discuss how you would combine them to take action yourself and to persuade others?

Project 3

Norton and Hannon’s article about placed-based values asks whether a “general concept of sustainability that is based on a local commitment of citizens to protect their cultural and natural heritage” might be possible (207).  The steps in their consideration of this placed-based ethic need to be articulated as you consider this article and read their “Illustrative Examples” (p. 213-216).

How would the issue of global warming as it is presented at the NRDC website be considered in a place-based theory?  What would the pros and cons of approaching global warming this way be?  

