A Sample MLA Style Bibliography

(All citations in the bibliography should be alphabetized by the author’s last name. If the author’s
name is unknown, alphabetize by the first word of the title.)

Works Cited

Gibbs, Sandra. Works by African-American Writers. 26 Oct. 1995
<http://unix1.utm.edu/~writelab/bwlist.htmlI>.

Gray, Paul. “A Myth to be Taken on Faith.” Time 1 May 1989:
69.

Smith, Felipe. “Alice Walker’s Redemptive Art.” African
American Review 26 (1992): 437-51.

Visions of the Spirit: A Portrait of Alice Walker. Dir. Elena
Featherston. Videocassette. Women Make Movies, 1989.

Wagner-Martin, Linda. “Walker, Alice.” The World Book
Encyclopedia. 1993 ed.

Walker, Alice. The Color Purple. New York: Harcourt, 1992.

Walker, Alice. “They Ran On Empty.” New York Times 5 May
1993, late ed.: A23.
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How to Write an MLA Style Bibliography
(All of the sample citations given are from the MLA Style Manual. If you do not see an example that
matches the resource you are trying to cite, please ask for the Manual at the Circulation Desk.)

Works Cited

(This must be typed and centered, 1 inch from the top of the page.)

Web Pages

K Start the first line at the left margin.
Author's Last Name, First Name. Title of the Web Page. Day Month

(*abbreviated) Year of Access <Complete URL>.
Alndent Y2 inch before every line but the first.

Article in a magazine
Author’s Last Name, First Name. “Article Title in Quotations.” Magazine
Name Day Month (*abbreviated) Year: Page Numbers.
Article in a journal
Author’s Last Name, First Name. “Article Title in Quotations.” Journal
Name Volume Number (Year): Page Numbers.

Videocassette or DVD
Title. Dir. Director’s Name. Media type (Videocassette, DVD).
Distributor, Year.

Article in an Encyclopedia
Author’s Last Name, First Name. “Article Title in Quotations.”
Encyclopedia Title. Year ed.

Book
Author's Last Name, First Name. Title. City of Publication: Publisher, Year
of Publication.

Article in a newspaper
Author’s Last Name, First Name. “Article Title in Quotations.” Newspaper
Name Day Month (*abbreviated) Year, Edition: Section Page

Numbers.

Abbreviations of Months According to the MLA Handbook
January Jan. May May September | Sept.
February Feb. June June October Oct.
March Mar. July July November | Nov.
April Apr. August Aug. December Dec.

This publication is available in alternative media on request. Penn State is committed to affirmative action, equal
opportunity, and the diversity of its workforce. U.Ed. AA 03-77.



