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Overview
By the end of Honors English 298, students will understand research and writing as interrelated tasks requiring both creative and analytical thought.  More specifically, students will understand the uses of writing as a critical thinking tool,

be more critical evaluators of information (considering not just basic content but also matters of presentation and purpose), and be able to research and present arguments as a means of active engagement, social inquiry, and collaborative as well as individual problem-solving.

In order to attain this understanding, elements of the research and writing process are enumerated below.  By the end of Honors English 298, students will have developed and demonstrated ability in these areas.

Research

Students will 

· approach a research writing project as a series of tasks including finding, evaluating, analyzing, and synthesizing appropriate sources and integrating their ideas with those of others in the production of appropriate communicative texts;

· understand the forms in which information and evidence can exist; i.e. primary and secondary sources, experience, texts, images, and artifacts and engage in multiple modes of research including Web-based, library, and field research;

· understand how to develop and formulate authentic and appropriate research questions;

· recognize the need for and develop strategies for reconsideration of topics and questions as research progresses.

Genre/Mode

Students will

· understand argumentation as more than a binary approach to responding to and shaping knowledge;

· be able to summarize and synthesize material from varied sources to aid understanding of aspects of argument (e.g., claims, evidence, assumptions, reasoning).
Audience/Discipline

Students will

· be able to identify the differences between diverse audiences and rhetorical situations and respond using the appropriate

· voice, tone, and level of formality, 

· genre, 

· conventions of format and structure;

· be able to identify the main uses and features of writing in their fields and the expectations of readers in those fields;
· be able to identify specialized usage, vocabulary, and genre for their fields.

Social

Students will

· recognize that both writing and research are social processes, and by extension learn to critique their own and other works as a means to deepen their understanding;

· understand how language conveys and constructs knowledge and establishes or disrupts power and authority.

Product

Students will

· be able to use discipline-appropriate academic citation systems for documenting work and understand the need for and logic of such systems;

· be able to control such surface features as syntax, grammar, punctuation, and spelling;

· be able to use the appropriate technologies to present research products to a range of audiences.
These outcomes are adapted from the Council of Writing Program Administrators Outcomes for First-Year Composition.
