Visual Argumentation Assignment

This assignment begins with a tour of the WSU Museum of Art exhibit Art & Context: the ‘50s and ‘60s.  This exhibit provides an excellent opportunity to think through the influences of context and design on the persuasiveness of a visual argument.

Birdsell and Groarke conclude that “any account of visual argumentation must identify how we can a) identify the internal elements of a visual image, b) understand the contexts in which images are interpreted, c) establish the consistency of an interpretation of the visual, and d) chart changes in visual perspectives over time” (9).  

While experimenting with the elements of a visual text, you’ll be in a good position to discuss how the original context for the text would have influenced its persuasiveness, whether our current context has the same influence, or if the elements need to be redeployed differently for our current situation.

A Thought Process

Select a text among those at the exhibit that stands out to you as presenting a visual argument or as being capable, with some modification, of presenting a visual argument.  Using words only, try to convey that argument.

Which is more persuasive, the visual argument or the verbal argument?  Would combining them increase or decrease the argument’s persuasiveness?

How did the biographical blurb of the artist and/or the historical context provided by the museum affect your reading of this text?

How are the fundamentals of visual composition presented in ix visual exercises reflected in the deployment of elements in this text?  Could they be deployed differently in order to increase the persuasive power of the text?  In what ways?  Would this redeployment of elements increase persuasiveness in the original context of the visual text, in our current context, or in both?

The Product

Construct a Web text (and put a link to it on your portal page) that includes a re-presentation (visual or visual/verbal hybrid) of the museum piece, designed to increase persuasiveness in either its original context or in ours, a verbal explanation of the argument made by this new text, and a discussion of how context influenced your design choices.  Include the name of the artist and the title of the piece you started with, along with a brief description of it.  Be sure to employ some of Ball and Arola’s terminology to discuss the changes in visual composition you made.

Some Due Dates

A draft is due for peer response in class on Thursday, 10/26.  The final product is due on 10/31.

