Verisimilitude is described as the quality of appearing to be true or depicting reality. In storytelling, the audience contributes to the experience by their "willing suspension of disbelief". The more the story resembles reality -- even in small details -- the easier it is for the audience to engage. 

Art with no verisimilitude is criticized as being "stagey", "mannered", "fanciful", "false", "surreal", or just plain "bad". 

In some postmodern works of art, the artist intentionally draws attention to the lack of reality. 

A photo of an actual backyard meadow has a high degree of verisimilitude.  It looks very much like the actual yard. See http://picasaweb.google.com/pattyfericsson/PrestonSMeadow#5382143197984056530 for an example.
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This painting of a backyard by Vincent VanGogh has a lesser degree of verisimilitude.  

The standards of verisimilitude constantly change with audience tastes and cultural trends. French audiences in the 1890s watching the first silent film footage of an oncoming train ran screaming from the theaters. Marlon Brando's early film work was considered groundbreaking in its realism to audiences of the time, whereas those same performances are now considered overwrought and theatrical. Quentin Tarantino's dialogue was once thought to be shocking because of both its bluntness and its meandering discussions of life and pop culture. 

http://lostpedia.wikia.com/wiki/Verisimilitude

Ephemera is transitory written and printed matter not intended to be retained or preserved. The word derives from the Greek, meaning things lasting no more than a day. Some collectible ephemera are advertising trade cards, airsickness bags, bookmarks, catalogues, greeting cards, letters, pamphlets, postcards, posters, prospectuses, stock certificates, tickets and zines. Decks of personality identification playing cards from the war in Iraq are a recent example.

In library and information science, the term ephemera also describes the class of published single-sheet or single page documents which are meant to be thrown away after one use. This classification excludes simple letters and photographs with no printing on them, which are considered manuscripts or typescripts. Large academic and national libraries and museums may collect, organize, and preserve ephemera as history. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ephemera

