In-class Project for Jessica Helfand

“Electronic Typography: The New Visual Language”
Review the following website for links to designers/graphic artists who were mentioned in Helfand—Marinetti and Maciumas.  Note how examples on these sites use typography.  It isn’t just mixing it up for the sake of mixing it up.  It’s for a graphic, stylistic, and communicative purposes.  

With your partner, discuss the examples on the websites below and whether or not you think they “work” and analyze how they “work” (or don’t work).  Together, write one paragraph on each.

http://cotati.sjsu.edu/spoetry/folder6/ng63.html

http://www.colophon.com/gallery/futurism/

http://www.slonet.org/~tsulaiti/fluxus.html

http://www.artnotart.com/fluxus/gmaciunas-manifesto.html

Projects

After these considerations, you can turn to doing some experiments of your own with typography.  You can do some very interesting things simply by using MSWord.  You can add backgrounds (colors, pictures, textures) by going to the “Format” menu.  You should know how to use a variety of fonts and be able to “play” with typography.  You can use pictures/images imaginatively—breaking the traditional molds that we’ve been “schooled” into using all the time.

But remember, this can’t all just be RANDOM.  There must some reasons—artistic effect, emphasis, exhilaration, drama, etc.  If the way you manipulate typography ends up destroying  communicative effect, it’s not effective.  

Try, as Helfand encourages, to push the idea of “visual thinking.”  

So you don’t’ have to create content for this exercise and so that we can compare what groups do, please use the texts below as starting points. 

Project 1:

Design a flyer (just a 8.5 x 10 example) for the Conlan Art Museum’s show of dog art—paintings, photographs, and mixed-media works dealing with the subject of dogs.  

Project 2:

Design a new business card for a graphic designer.  Her name is Abigail Quinlan and her specialties include calligraphy, signage, and t-shirt art.

Project 3:
A firm of attorneys who do entertainment law want a design for new business cards.  They want to move out of the traditional look of most business cards, but can’t look “flaky” to their prospective clients.  The firm is called Murphy, Jackson, and Dewey, PC.  The person in the firm you are designing the example card for is Jeremiah Murphy, the senior partner and founder of the firm.

