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The Interview Essay

ENGL 298 Project 2 
This project requires you to produce a persuasive essay that weaves together parts of your first project (in which you described a place and explained how and what you valued in it) with the information you found out in the interview you conducted. This essay must also include support references from at least two of the four chapters we’ve read from the ESR text.  Your essay should not be just a report of what your respondent said, but an analysis of how your interviewee understands and values the place and how that understanding and valuation can be seen through some of our readings. 

This essay should have a persuasive focus.  You might want to think about developing your focus through a few questions. Ask yourself

· How does the person I interviewed “see” the place and how is their vision of it similar to yours? (Comparison)

· How is their vision of it different from yours? (Contrast)

· For what reasons do they value (or not value) the place and is that different from your sense of its value?

· How has time changed the place-for both of you?

There are many other questions that you could ask yourself.  Asking as many questions as possible is your brainstorming technique to develop this essay.  

Your goal is to make some sort of argument about your respondent’s ideas and views, comparing and contrasting them with your views and with the materials we have read so far.  You will probably need to set up three to five central themes/elements/issues on which to base the argument.  Take a look at http://www.unc.edu/depts/wcweb/handouts/comparison_contrast.html for a good overview on how to think about and write a comparison/contrast argument.  

Like all good essays, this essay must have a conclusion that brings your reader to a sense of closure—that closure should bring the threads of your essay together and support the persuasive thesis you started with.

Draft for in-class peer review: Feb. 8

Final Draft due:

 Feb. 15







