Practice Composing Introductions and Conclusions 

ENGL 402 Summer 2007

Every presentation must have an introduction and conclusion.  Today’s exercise focuses on those elements of the presentation.

INTRODUCTIONS

You are putting together a presentation that is designed to convince your audience that they should never start to smoke, or if they already smoke, that they should stop.  Working with your group, compose an introduction to the presentation that uses one of the following introductory techniques (your group will be assigned one).  

Your introduction must include:

1. The introductory technique you are assigned

2. A preview of the points you will cover in the presentation

3. A thesis statement.

Introductory Techniques

· Involve the audience physically

· Ask questions 

· Relate your subject to personal experience 

· Tell a story 

· Develop suspense 

· Use humor 

· Begin with a quotation 

· Startle the audience 

CONCLUSIONS

Once you have written an introduction, you must compose a conclusion using the concluding technique of your group’s choice.

Concluding Techniques

· Involve the audience physically or with questions

· End with a story 

· Close with a quotation 

· Relate back to the introduction

Your group will have 15 minutes to compose the introduction and conclusion.  You may fabricate statistics, quotes, or other information necessary to make this assignment work.  Just make sure that your example is in the spirit of the assignment.  At the end of the preparation time, one member of the group must present your introduction and conclusion to the class.

Follow up

Your presentations later this week will be graded (in part) on the effectiveness of your introduction and conclusion.  Don’t forget to plan both as you’re putting your presentation together!

