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RHA GENERAL MEETING




     MINUTES    
 April 14th, 2008

I. Call to Order (7:01 pm)
i. Rules of Order
ii. Roll Call
iii. Additions/Changes to the Agenda

iv. Approval of the Minutes
i. April 7th Minutes
ii. DD- Move to approve the  minutes

iii. South- second

iv. DD- consent
v. Media Introductions

vi. Guests

i. Residence Life
ii. ASWSU
i. Executives

ii. Senate – Anthony Smith. Sarah is at UW seeing the Dali Lama. Coug Fued is cancelled; it will be moved to next fall for incoming freshman. New Senate takes over this week; you can come and visit senate. 

a. Honors- Is Coug Fued going to be during the WOW?

b. Anthony- It will just be sometime in the fall.
iii. SEB

iii. Dining
II. Public Testimony
i. Kyle Ryan- Move Out, Pitch In- We designed posters that will be going in the halls soon. It’s really important that people know about this program. Instead of throwing your accumulated things away, you can donate it and make good use of it. There is a problem with this committee because there isn’t one person in charge, so there is some miscommunication and it has been taking a long time to get information out. I would like to put one large poster in each residence hall. If you guys would like, please move in Open Forum to pass $200 from the council discretionary fund for the posters.

i. DD- Are you considering more than one flyer for each hall-especially the larger ones?

ii. Kyle- There will be one large flyer per hall and smaller flyers on each floor.
III. On the Ball Award- The ball is in a black whole this week, but Regents is on the Ball this week for the Rock-a-thon and their Mum and Me Tea.
IV. Old Business
i. Stimson- Green M&M Dance- Matt Hally- We are having our Green M&M dance next fall during WOW. It was a great way for me to  meet new people as a freshman, so it’s a really good program.
i. DD- move to pass $250 from PPS.

ii. Rogers- seconds the motion

iii. DD- yield 

iv. Rogers- yield

v. Motion passes
ii. Korean Student Association- Korean Night- We just had our Korean Night on the Fifth of April. There were about 300 people there. We are in debt because of some financial difficulties in Seattle. 
i. Waller- I move to pass $500 from PPS.
ii. DD- seconds

iii. Waller- yields


iv. DD- yields

v. DPR- We ask these groups to promote RHA, and some groups have been coming to us after the fact without promoting RHA. It’s just something to consider.
vi. Report Round Up.

vii. Discussion

i. Roll Call Vote

ii. Motion passes

iii. WSU Dressage Team- Intercollegiate Dressage Association Championships- (Look to Open Forum)

iv. WSU Mock Trial- Mock Trial Silver Nationals- If you have any questions I am here to answer them. Any questions?
i. Report Round Up

ii. Discussion

iii. DD- I move to pass $450

iv. Rogers- seconds

v. DD- yield

vi. Rogers- yield

vii. Motion passes

v. Constitution Review- DF- Article 1, Section 9, Line 5-adding the line of checking the GPA for the exec board, and the duty will fall on the Advisor.
vi. DD- What is the article?

vii. VP- Article 1, Section 9, Line 5

viii. DF- This is an additional change. It is not highlighted red, so you will have to look in the original constitution.

ix. DD- yield

x. Rogers- yield

xi. North- What will line 5 state?

xii. DF- checking the GPA’s at the semester will fall under the duty of the Advisor.

xiii. VP- POI- The GPA’s will also have to be checked within the first two weeks of the semester.

i. Discussion

ii. DD- Is this the only change that we are making tonight?

iii. President- This is a change to the changes that were made last week to the by-laws. We will make the changes to the constitution first, then the by-laws second. 

iv. GG- I thought that we were also going to change Article 5, Section 3 so that it clarifies per semester.
v. Waller-yield

vi. DD- I thought that cumulative GPA’s only had to stay at a 2.3

vii. DF- All candidates with below a 2.3 will not be able to run.

viii. Stimson- I move to pass the article as is

ix. DD- Seconds

x. VP- we are taking the 2.0 out.

xi. Stimson- I think that it sounds good and exemplifies what we wanted.

xii. Motion passes

xiii. Waller- I move to accept all changes to the constitution.
xiv. DD- seconds
xv. Waller- yield
xvi. DD-yield
xvii. Discussion

xviii. Motion passes

xix. By-Law Changes

xx. Waller- We would like to change the voting of the halls, it would still be proportional, but small halls and even larger halls would have more votes so that it is represented more evenly. We would also like each hall to only have 2 votes for non-financial voting matters.

xxi. Waller- We move to accept the proposed amendment to article 10, Section 3.
xxii. Stevens- Seconds

xxiii. Waller- We had a lot of discussion, and this way it is a middle ground.
xxiv. Stevens- We feel that small halls will have more of a voice.

xxv. Stimson- I don’t feel that each hall having two more votes will change anything because it is the same proportion, just larger.

xxvi. DD- It would be not 2 v. 4, but 4 v. 6, so it would make a change.

xxvii. WD- Two small halls together would have a larger voice than one large hall.
xxviii. Rogers- When you are talking about non-financial issues, everyone has equal votes, but as a larger hall, I deserve more votes because I am representing more people.
xxix. GG- You are changing the ratios, and calculating how many residents live in GG, it means that one person from a smaller hall would equal 6 people from a large hall, which isn’t right.
xxx. Rogers- POI- what is GG’s population?

xxxi. President- About 600.

xxxii. Waller- We thought that in regards to the larger halls it would enable them to represent their residents more evenly.

xxxiii. North- This is a small hall v large hall issue, and when voting, the large halls have the same ideas and feelings as the small halls. I don’t see why we need to change this regardless of size, if we all vote the same way.

xxxiv. Advisor- In most of the votes this year, you as a council have been voting pretty unanimously. We tried really hard to come to this compromise. 

xxxv. Stevens- If we increase the votes that Stevens has, we can represent our residents better, and we will feel that we will participate better on council since we have more votes. That way our voices will be heard differently.

xxxvi. Stimson- Why don’t we do it directly proportional to each hall’s residents? It doesn’t seem fair either way. It also seems that the small halls that are vocal in council have more voice than the larger halls when it comes to voicing our opinions. 

xxxvii. GG- If you are going to double the smaller halls, you should also double the larger halls that way it is directly proportional. Maybe we should alter the number of larger halls by changing the number of residents from 300 to 400 for 4 votes.

xxxviii. Waller-One side has to give a little sway because it helps restore the equilibrium so that the larger halls are still being represented properly, but the smaller halls also feel better. There are some issues with smaller halls because they feel like they don’t have their own control over their own money. We are trying our best to meet halfway.

xxxix. Rogers- Can I please have an example of when the larger halls have swamped the smaller halls with their voting? The voting system is meant to be proportional. From a common sense point of view, if two people out-vote five people, it doesn’t seem democratic. It goes both ways. It makes me question why we are even talking about this when this system has been working well all year. This is hall v. hall, not residents v. residents. We are all here to represent the same voice. We have had a lot of late meetings, but at what point was this a problem, and why does it have to be changed?
xl. DD- If we do votes directly proportional, some halls have somewhere around one vote v. four votes. We are on both two very different sides of the table. Small halls would like to gain votes, and large halls are losing votes as compared to their residents.

xli. NRHH- Small halls aren’t always the most vocal. It changes year to year.

xlii. Advisor- The majority of our votes have been a majority. One of the elections in September was really close, but it did end up passing. It is possible for a few votes to make a difference

xliii. Stimson- if I call POI, can I please read a fact? POI- if 4 of the smallest hill halls have 375 people maximum, if this new amendment would take effect, there would be 16 votes for these 4 small halls v. the 6 of GG.
xliv. DD- POI can not be used to debate.

xlv. President- This is a motion to actually change what the by-laws state

xlvi. Motion fails.

xlvii. Waller- I understand how the amendment failed, but can we accept the changes of section 3 about elections?
xlviii. Regents- Move to accept section 3

xlix. DD- seconds

l. Regents- This seems to be the most important piece of information

li. DD- yield

lii. Rogers- We should bring this back to our halls.

liii. Waller- Whoever is on the exec board does not affect the resident halls directly, it affects council as a whole.

liv. Rogers- I am representing students in my hall, and when I bring information back to my residents, such as elections, we should be able to use our proportional votes to vote for the right person. The representation is lost if we don’t have proportional votes.

lv. GG- Can I please friendly amend the motion to only include elections?

lvi. President-yes.

lvii. Advisor- We also were trying to think about tabling and putting things into second reading that don’t go back to your hall.

lviii. DD- I don’t see why we need to have equal voting for elections because we do bring that back to our halls. It makes sense to have equal voting for procedural issues, not elections.

lix. Waller- How does the exec board directly affect the council and the halls as a whole?

lx. Advisor- The execs help with the direction of RHA.

lxi. Stimson- Can I friendly amend to change Section 3 to only affect procedural voting, not elections. 
lxii. Regents- No.

lxiii. Waller- Can we friendly amend to have section 3 include elections and procedural matters?
lxiv. GG- What do procedural matters include?

lxv. VP- Second readings, that do not go back to your halls, debate, tabling a matter, bring a previously tabled motion back, reconsidering a motion, recess a meeting, adjourn a meeting, etc.

lxvi. Regents- I will accept your friendly amendment. Thanks for clarification.

lxvii. Motion passes.

lxviii. Waller- Can I please have the tally of votes for the amendment of Section 10, Article 3?

lxix. Stimson- Would this take effect next year?

lxx. President- yes

lxxi. Rogers- How do the bylaws affect RHA? Are the bylaws more important than the constitution?
lxxii. Stimson- I move to accept the rest of the changes to the bylaws

lxxiii. Rogers- seconds

lxxiv. Stimson- yield

lxxv. Rogers-yield

lxxvi. GG- Will you please explain further your restrictions on the NCC position?

lxxvii. President- We felt that it was needed as a constitutional review committee.

lxxviii. Stevens- I am unclear which position the NCC is supposed to resign from if they were an RA?

lxxix. President- they would resign from the NCC position.

lxxx. DD- motion to call previous question

lxxxi. Rogers- seconds

lxxxii. DD- yield

lxxxiii. Rogers- yield

lxxxiv. DD- consent
lxxxv. Roll call vote- motion passes

lxxxvi. Now we will have a roll call vote to accept all changes to the bylaws.

lxxxvii. Motion passes

lxxxviii. Five minute recess. (8:17-8:22)
V. New Business
VI. Open Forum
i. President-we are now moving into open forum seeing as how we have no new business

ii. Rebecca Poler-a little while back I asked you guys for some money and we ordered shirts.  I brought 45 today.  Find me or Facebook me and I will be on the mall Wednesday or Thursday. If you find me then I will find your size. Currently we have 845 shirts.  French Ad is going to give the other 155 so we will have officially 100.
iii. Honors- What time will the shirts be handed out on the mall?
iv. Rebecca- Wednesday and Thursday from 9 to 1. I am going to have information and forms if you have any questions. We also have a Facebook event: Allied Free Shirts, and I’m not Homophobic.
v. Rogers- Do you need help?

vi. Rebecca- Yes.

vii. DPR- I will give you the banner for your event.
viii. Rebecca- I am also in contact with the Daily Evergreen.

ix. President- Yield to the Dressage Team

i. Keena Mullen- I am the 2008 Secretary. We are sending four people to nationals, and two people are from the residence halls. We beat out three other colleges. We need any monetary support that we can because we have to fly to Connecticut.

ii. DD- Question for DF? How much money is in PPS? 

iii. DF- About $700

iv. Stevens- What does the Dressage Team do?

v. Keena- We dress up in top hats and black and white. We ride our horses in specific patterns. It’s almost like ice skating, but on a horse. Dressage Team is a test of the skill of the rider because you draw your horse out of a hat.

Rogers- What was the Finance Committee’s recommendation?

i. DF- $400 because we haven’t been giving a lot of money to outside groups.

ii. Waller- Move to pass $400 for the Dressage Team from PPS.

iii. DD- seconds
iv. Waller-yield
v. DD-yield
vi. Roll call vote- Motion Passes

vii. Regents- Thanks for the funding for the Rock-a-thon. We raised over $3000, the most we have raised in ten years.
viii. DD- Can we talk about making a constitution amendment for there to be able to have only one person present to vote? We feel that it should be up to each individual hall to decide if there are one or two representatives.

ix. North- Over 600 people went to the Luau. Thanks for supporting it.

x. DD- We still think that each hall should decide who they want to represent themselves. 

xi. President- POI- Article 3, Section 2. Each hall must have 2 representatives to be a part of RHA. 

xii. Advisor- The wording of the GPA thing- Within the first two weeks of the GPA, the Advisor will check the GPA of all exec members.

xiii. Waller- I think it’s better if we have two reps because that way, we have two people to come to a consensus. Also, you should have about one rep per vote. 

xiv. Stimson- I would like to motion to move $200 from Council Discretionary for Move out Pitch in.
xv. Rogers- Seconds

xvi. Stimson- It’s a good thing. 

xvii. Rogers- I agree

xviii. Kyle Ryan- We really want to advertise this, and last year it wasn’t really pushed to its full potential. There will be pallets outside for you to place cinder blocks. We will have bins in each lobby of the residence halls. It can be tricky for Scott- Coman and some of the hill halls because the lobbies are not open. We are working with RED’s to get a staff member to help.

xix. Rogers- When are the bins going to be emptied?

xx. Kyle- At least twice a day.

xxi. Honors- When will this start and end?

xxii. Kyle- The Wednesday of dead week through to the end of finals week. We also have drop bins for people who live off of campus.

xxiii. DPR- It would be over $200 if you wanted the posters to be the size of the Spring Hall Week posters because we will have to rush the order. 

xxiv. Kyle- ASWSU also passed $500

xxv. GG- Why can’t you drop off any computers?

xxvi. Kyle- There is already a large number of computers in surplus.

xxvii. Rogers- Can we take money out of any other line item?
xxviii. DF- You can pass it out of PPS because there is about $300 left.

xxix. Rogers- Can we friendly amend to pass $150 out of PPS, so that there is a total of $350 for the posters?
xxx. Stimson- sure. 

xxxi. North- You could probably get away with 16 posters because the Complex shares a lobby. 

xxxii. GG- Our hall didn’t look at the large flyers because no one wanted to stand there and look at it. You would be better off with more small flyers. 

xxxiii. Kyle- We are hoping that the cool logo catches resident’s eyes. 

xxxiv. Rogers- Is $350 enough for the posters?

xxxv. DPR- yes, it would be plenty of money.

a. Discussion
b. Roll Call Vote- motion passes

c. Rogers- Elton John Rocks
d. DD- My intent was to be able for halls to be able to vote if one person had to leave if they were sick.

e. Regents- Do you want to change this tonight?

f. DD- It would be nice to have this in the works for next year.

g. Waller- I think that Constitution Review should have started in January so that we had much longer to vote on these issues. These issues should not be pushed into the closet. This should have been brought up earlier.

h. Stimson- yield

i. Rogers- When you have two reps, it is like a team, a check and balances kind of thing. 

j. VP- Last week I came up with the idea of raising each halls vote by one.

k. GG- I think that we are going back and forth. Can I move to exhaust the speaker’s list?
l. Advisor- Can we table this to next year?

m. GG- POI- I thought that I exhausted the speaker’s list. 

n. President- We didn’t make a motion.

o. Stimson- seconds

p. GG- yield

q. Stimson- yield
r. Motion passes

VII. Position/Committee Report

i. President-

i.  I’m sorry for all of the miscommunication because this is our first night in our new positions. Thanks for being with us this year.
ii. Vice President- 
i. I have invitations to the banquet for you, we will have to make a motion on the GPA thing next year.
iii. DAA- 
i. You guys had me testing my skills tonight!
iv. Director of Finance- 
i. Thanks for approving all of the money that finance recommended. 
v. NCC- 
i. We are working on spirit stuff for NACURH and plane tickets. We are paying for registration and affiliation dues. One of the airlines went bankrupt, but we are working on all of our NACURH stuff regardless.
vi. DPA and DPO- 
i. Banquet this Saturday. It’s going to be amazing.
vii. DPR-
i.  if you have questions about the invitations, ask me. It’s going to cost us a lot more money to order computers. We are going to order the copy machine, and order the computers next year. We are going to be in Butch’s Den next year in the CUB, and we will have a microphone for our President. The council can be different next year, just keep that in mind. 
i. GG- I have a question about the President’s Focus Meeting? When is it? 

ii. Kyle- We are going to have it late Thursday evening, and voting on the Of the Year awards. It’s a really big honor.

iii. DD- Quinn, why was there a delay in the computers?

iv. DPR- The tech guy wanted us to get really good computers. I am working with him on it because all of the computers have to be up to par. 
viii. NRHH- 
i. We are going to give ten extra points to the halls that got their bids in on time, because we extended the due date back to Thursday. Vote for Man/Woman of the year, etc.
ii. Rogers- Where do you deliver your votes?

iii. NRHH- You can deliver them to Stimson Hall front desk. 

iv. Leader of the Week goes to Scott for the Luau. 
VIII. Jesse’s Moment-

i.  It was a really long but good meeting tonight. I am going to expand on Sami’s plane ticket- we will get the money back, but next year. Tonight was a good lesson in Parli Pro. It’s a good thing to have knowledge of Parli Pro. This is student advocacy at its finest. This is exactly what RHA is all about. You guy’s should be really proud of yourself. We will see you all at the banquet!
IX. Adjournment (9:24)
The views expressed in this general meeting are those of the authors/speakers themselves and do not necessarily reflect the positions or policies of the Residence Hall Association as a whole.

